three hundred practitioners in London and in the pi'ovinces, well known as experienced and successful labourers in the wide field of obsteti-icy. From such an institution great good was to be expected, and all the more, perhaps, in consequence of the unaccountable fact that no society representing the art and science of midwifery had hitherto existed even in London. Strange it is that in England this department of medicine should have been so long kept in the background, and that its followers were so lightly esteemed as scarcely to have been allowed admission into the colleges and learned bodies of our profession. Happily we no longer are subject to such a reproach; our obstetric physicians and surgeons are now admitted to the highest honours in their several colleges, and enjoy a standing second to none in the Profession; and, thanks to the new Obstetrical Society, the department of which we speak has every chance of being still further advanced in knowledge, skill, and usefulness.
In former times, the act of parturition, being a natural process seldom requiring artificial assistance, was superintended by women who, either from having had children themselves, or 
